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TO: 

The  Chairman  and  Membera  of  the  Holywell  Rural  District 
Council. 


Ladies  & Gentlenen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  reaort  upon 
the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Holywell  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1955. 


I wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  given  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  nrenaration  of  Sections  C,  D, 
and  1 of  the  T^eport,  and  by  the  Engineer  for  his  part 
of  Section  C. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  as  a 
whole,  rand  the  Officers  of  the  Council,  for  their 
generous  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  vear, 


I remain, 

Mr . Cha i rraan , Ladies  & Gent  1 em en , 
Your  obe-H  ent  Servant, 


(Signed)  D.  J.  FRASER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28848032 


annual  TRTjPQRT, 


19  53. 


The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of 
the  population  ?.2,250,  comparecl  with  22,380 
in  1952.  The  number  of  live-births  fell  from 
346  in  1952  to  324  in  1953,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
14.56,  Tliis  is  below  the  rate  for  England  and 
■■/ales,  which  x'>as  15.5  (provisional)* 


There  v;ere  11  still-births  compared  with  8 in 
1952,  giving  a still-birth  rate  per  1,000  nopulation 
of  0.49  which  is  about  the  rate  for  England  and 
■jyales  of  0.35, 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  296,  compared 
with  288  in  19  52.  The  crude  death-rate  was  13,30 
per  1,000  population,  compared  with  12.86  in  19  52. 


There  was  one  death  associated  with  pregnancy 
and  childbirth,  givin'^  a m'eternal  death-rate  of 
2.98  uer  1,000  live  and  still  births- 


Tt  will  be  seen  thot  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  s vst em a ccounted  for  101  deaths, 
followed  bv  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
svstera  with  *^9  and  cancer  with  41,  There  were 
no  deaths  due  to  Diphtheria,  Ubooping  Cough, 
Menina-itis,  Poliomyelitis  or  Measles.  13  deaths 
were  due  to  Penumonia  and  4 to  Influenza.  5 deaths 
were  due  to  accidents. 


There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  infantile 
deaths  from  10  to  13.  Eight  of  the  ten  were  under 
a month  old. 


There  were  16  new  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
compared  with  22  in  1952. 


There  were  380  cases  of  notifioble  diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  with  13  deaths-  all  from 
Pneumonia.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cou^h  were 
prevalent  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  A 


Social  Conditions  including  Chief  Industries. 


There  is  no  change  of  ira-portance  to  report  under  this 
heading  since  the  last  report. 

Area  in  acres:  58,000 

Population  (Registrar  General ’a  Estimate): 

Mid-year  1952  - 22,250 

Mid-year  1952  - 22,580 

Census  19  51  - 22,524 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses; 

Fat  cable  Value:  f.96,555. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate:  £567. 


7,550  (approz) 


'^ital  .statistics  ♦ 

These  are  nresented  in  tabular  form.  For  the  purpose 
of  comuarison  figures  for  last  ^rear  are  given,  and,  rhere 
a’^p ropri  at  0,  the  rates  for  England  and  "’'ales  as  a vhole. 


Bi rt hs . 


Live-births. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total s 


Table  1. 

Ma  1 os . 

165 

5 

16^ 


Foma  les 


145 

15 

156 


Totals . 

506 

18 


Live-birth  rate  per  1,000  population: 


19  55 

- 

14.56 

19  52 

- 

15.46 

1951 

- 

16 .65 

England  and 

Hales  : 

Live- births  per 

1,000 

pa-n 

ulation: 

19  55 

- 

15.5 

19  52 

- 

15.5 

The  birth-rate 

i for  England  and  H 

al  es 

sho~ 

's  a slight 

ri  se, 

V7hi  1st 

that  f 

or  Holyvjell  Rural 

Di  st  r 

’i  ct 

shoe's  a slight 

fall. 

The 

number 

of  live- births  vias 

524 

comp 

ipred  with 

546  i 

n 19  5 2 . 

Ther 

■e  were  18  illegitimate 

births,  compared 

pith 

16  in  1952. 

Table  2. 

Still 

-bi rths 

• 

Males. .. 

Femp les . 

T ot  al  s . 

Legit 

imate 

4 

7 

11 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Tota  Is 

4 

7 

11 

Still 

-birth 

rate  pc 

>r, 1,000  total  Live 

i and 

•Sti  1 

-1-births. 

19  55 

— 

52.85 

19  52 

- 

22.59 

Still 

-bi rth 

rate  per  1,000  population. 

1955 

— 

0.49 

19  52 

- 

0.55 

nngland  and 

Hales . 

Still-birth  rate  p 

er  1 , 

000 

population: 

1955 

— 

0.55 

19  52 

- 

0.55 

The  number  of  still-births  ^^'-as  11  compared  vith  8 
in  195  2. 


I bclicvG  that  this  number  could  be  further  reduced 
if  ri-^-snecti ve  mothers  made  fUll  use  of  the  facilities 
avoi  labl  e under  the  Notional  Health  Service  i\ct  - 
antenatal  attention  either  from  the  Familv  doctor,  the 
County  Council's  Clinics,  or  from  the  Hospitstls'  Clinics’. 

'oeaths  (Coneral)  pat  e . 


Table  3 


Ma  les 


All  ages  (all  causes)  171 

Death  Pate  per  1,000  ponulotion* 

19  53  - 13.30 

19  52  - 12.86 

19  51  - 14.10 


Nem.a  les 
125 


Tot a Is 
296 


England  and  Halos  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

ly  o<^  - 11,4 

1952  - 11.3 


TTi  th  ^ death  rate  as  compared 

1952.  ihere  rere  29  6 deaths  compared  with  288  in 

■p  +*  -^PPlyl^  Ihe  Registrar  Oeneral’s  cormara bi li ty 

ratos^in'^h-^  ° comparison  between' the 

atos^in  thu  various  areas  of  the  country)  the  dca'f'h  rate 

favourah?v  population  which  compares 

fa/ourably  ith  the  rate  for  England  and  Halos  as  a whole. 


Table  4. 


Deaths  (Q-eneral)  Analysis . 
Causes  of  p eat h , 


Pespiratoin;  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Other  accidents 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Pregnancy,  childbirth 
abortion 

Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 
" lung,  broncus 

” breast 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  nervoup  system 

Coronary  disease  Angina 

Hyper  tension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchi tis 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Nephritis  & Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  prostate 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  defined  and' i lldefined 


o ^ . disease 

Syphilitic  disease 

Other  infective  & parasitic 


s 


M. 

E. 

To  ta  1 . 

Rate  per 

T,000 

f opulati on 

4 

2 

6 

0.26 

“* 

““ 

— 

..  ... 

1 

3 

4 

0.17 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

- 

1 

1 

0.04 

5 

1 

6 

0.26 

3 

1 

4 

0.17 

1 . 

4 

5 

0.22 

“ 

•“ 

- 

- -- 

11 

15 

26 

1.  16 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

1 

- 

1 

0.04 

22 

37 

59 

2 .6  5 

33' 

13 

46 

2.06 

7 

7 

14 

0.62 

16 

16 

32 

1.43 

6 

3 

9 

0.  40 

3 

1 

4 

0.17 

9 

4 

13 

0.58 

12 

2 

14 

0.62 

2 

2 

4 

0.17 

1 

- 

1 

0.04 

3 

- 

Ky 

0. 13 

8 

- 

8 

0.35 

4 

1 

5 

0.22 

14 

' 9 

23 

1.03 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

dis  ea  ses 


2 - 2 

^ 2 3 

T7l  ie3  2W 

^ — 


Suicide 


0.08 

0.13 


There  vjere  6 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  compared  uith 
2 in  1952.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  commonest  cause  of  d 

death  was  disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  with 
101  deaths.  Next  come  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
with  59  followed  by  Cancer  with  41.  Of  deaths  due  to 
infectious  or  notifiable  diseases,  12  were  due  to  pneumonia 
and  4 to  Influenza.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria 
Vfho..ping  Co:ugli,  Meningitis,  Poliomyelitis  or  Measles. 

5 deaths  -ere  due  to  accident,  one  being  a motor  accident. 

There  were  2 cases  of  suicide. 


Table  5. 

Deaths ; Causes  associated  with  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 
and  abortion. 


There  was  one  death  from  these  causes, 
died  in  hospital. 


Table  6. 


The  patient 


Death  Pate  (Infantile)  i . e.  Infants  under  one  year  old. 


Ma  1 es  Pema les 

Legitimate  10  2 

Illegitimate  1 

11 

Infantile  Death  Pate  per  1,000  live-births: 
19  52  - 40.12 

19  52  - 28.90 

19  51  - 27 . 62 


Tot  a Is 


12 

1 


Infantile  Death  Pate  of  legitimate  babies  per  1,000 
legitimate  births: 

19  52  - 29.21 

1952  - 27.27 

1951  - 26.21 


Infantile  Death  Rote  of 
illegitimate  births: 
1952  - 55.55 

1952  - 62.5 

1951  - 76.92 


Illegitimate  babies  p e^- 


1,000 


England  and  P’ales:  Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
1953  - 26.8 

1952  - 27.6 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
Infantile  Death  Rate.  The:  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under 
a year  old  was  12,  compared  vhth  10  in  19  52. 

Eight  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  within  four  weeks 
of  bi“th.  Causes  of  death  included  pre-maturity,  congenital 
defects,  and  broncho-pneumonia. 

SECTION  B. 

‘"encral  PrC'Visions  of  Health  Services  in  the  An ea . 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

D.  I.  Fraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

b.O.Men^d-i  th  Jones,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I./i. 

O.e.R.  RObtfrts,  C.R.S.I.  , M.S.I.A. 

4. 


'latGT  Etiginocr: 

E.A  . Iddon,  A.M.T.,  I'^QN.E. 


LoboratC’rv  Encilltics:  Public  Health  Lctaoratcries 

Com’vay  and  Pirkcnhcad. 
Public  Anolvst,  Chester. 


Ambulance  EacilitiesT  Pravidod  by  the  Flintshire 
Ceunty  Council.  Ambulances  are  stati:ned  at  Flint, 
Hcly’-ell,  Held,  and  Prestatyn.  Sitting  case  cars 
arc  provided  by  arrangement  uith  the  County  Helfare 
PcDartmcnt . 

Other  services  are  -orevided  b^  the  County  Council: 

Heme  Helps. 

Heme  Nursing. 

Domiciliary  Hidi’^iferv. 

Health  visiting. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Tuberculosis  Health  visiting. 

Mental  health  visit  ins. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  aftercare. 

Ante-natal  clinics. 

School  clinics  and  Medical  EKamination  oi  School  Children. 
Infant  'Telfare  clinics. 

Vaccination  (by  arrangement)  by  local  medical  practitioners. 
Dental  inspection  and  clinics. 

Ophthalmic  clinics. 

Pr'.^vided  by  the  Pegional  Hospital  Hoard  Qre : 

Hospital  and  -.'Ut-pationt  clinic  facilities. 

Tuberculosis  clinics  and  sanatorium  accommodation. 

Mental  hospital  facilities. 
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SECTION  c. 


I'Tater  Supply. 

The  vjator  supply  in  the  Council'' s Statutory  i\rea 
has  been  in  general  satisfactory  in  quality.  The  local 
sources  supplying  Mostyn  and  Caer-wys  had  to  be  supr^lem- 
ented  ';Vith  nater  obtained  from  Birkenhead  Corporation. 

O^wi ng  to  the  increased  dernand  for  water  pressures  were  lo'w 
during  the  sumer  months  in  Lloe,  Brynford,  Newraprket 
and  G'TJaenysgo r.  The  increase  in  the  demand  for  water 
is  shown  by  the  following  figures:- 

Yearly  censumntion  in  Million  Gallons. 


1938 

1939 

1949 

19  53 

Dom  es t ic 
Trade  Including 

44.79 

78.78 

85.95 

91.98 

Agri c ulture 

10.  P 5 

?1.  64 

37.91 

45. S4 

Bulk  supplies 

.91 

3.88 

5.05 

4 , 94 

55.95 

104.30 

1S4.9S 

142.16 

York  has  been  completed  on  the  new  .joint  trunk  main 
which  will  bring  a maximum  of  500,000  gallons  per  da"'^  of 
■'new  water”  into  the  Rural  District. 

Thc^  Council  have  continuc-i  their  policy  of  renewing 
water  mains  and  1,54  5 lin  yards  have  been  renewed. 


Details  of  Yatee  Supply  within  the  area  are:- 


(q)  Direct  to  houses 
No.  of  houses 
4,5g0 

(b)  Standpipe  supply 
No . of  hou s es 
1,914 


Population  ( estimp,ted ) 
13,560 


Population  (estimated) 
5,751 


The  Council  have  also  asked  the  Statutory?-  Rater 
Companies  operating  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  Area  to 
prepare  schemes  of  water  supply  forr- 
H©a ft sheath 
Padeswoo  d 
"ryn-y-Baal 
Part  of  Loeswood. 


Sewerage 


and  Sewage  Pi sposal . 


The  se''''agG  disposal  works  ha'^^c  received  .regular 
maintenance  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from 
the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Board. 

Schemes  of  severane  for  Sought  on,  Yhitford  and 
Pentre  Halkyn  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministrv. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  In  vc  a riipoct  labour  scheme  of  public 
Cleansing  coverinr  the  major  part  of  the  district  comp- 
rising of  the  parishes  of  'Tiitford,  Liana sa,  Newmarket, 
Cjaenysgor,  Ysccifiog,  Northop  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  M,:'ld  Rural  area.  The  remaining  parishes  are  done 
on  a contract  basis.  Since  1948  the  area  covered  by 


direct  lebeur  bns  she\m  ereat  imrre vement  upen  the  old 
mjthed  f letting  out  the  '^ork:  to  c ontracto  re . Eventunllv 
it  is^honerl  that  the  ’^hole  nren  ^^/ill  bo  covered  by  the 
Council’s  ovn  direct  labour  schonie. 

Rivers  end  Stro-oms . 

No  complaints  were  received  of  unsatisfactory  condit- 
ions of  rivers  or  streams  during  the  3^ear. 

Ccomping  Sites* 

There  are  o ^Largo  number  of  camning  sites  in  this 
district,  the  majority  being  in  the  coastal  districts'of 
the  P'^'T-ish  of  Llpnasa.  During  the  summer  months  these 
camps  arc  occupied  by  a considerable  number  -f  holidav- 
makers  from  adjacent  industrial  areas.  All  licensed 

regularly  visited  during  the  season  and 
tne  majority  arc  supervised  by  the  owners  of  the  land  who 
lye  ..n  the  site.  Generally  the  cairping  sites  are  well 
maintained  and  give  little  cause  for  complaint. 

Smoke  Aba  t em. on  t . 

N'.'  complaints  'rare  received  during  the  year. 

Fradicatien  of  Bed  nugs. 

No  case  of  bug  infestation  was  frond  during  the  vear. 
Schools. 


Sch  ools  in  the  -district  are  visited  pe:^i  odi  callv 
number  no-  echo'll s have  now  been  built  in  the  area*t'' 
ronlace  old  and  unsa  tisfactory  ones  which  -ere  lacklne-  in 
amenities  and  having  inadequate  draina'we'and  iavat''rv 

Drainage  in  some  of  the  old  schorls  ho. 
been  imnrovcd  and  water  closets  provided. 

SECTION  D. 


A 


Housing. 

the  takes  up  a considerable  romount  of 

the  time  -f  the  Department’s  Staff.  a gr-.-t  number  --r 
o.mplcints  we  received,  the  najerity  vf  Alch  c mEgL 
properties  which  are  cla  oud  generally  dllahaAce! 

th'' t^ivuia’^b-  ao^?t^''^'fE”  ai-o  'f  0 type 

-.f'th:  H-ufing  hc?'\936! 

oaW"h  cos!!''  “-tVAnr,  a L.;i AS  in 


New  Council  Hjuses  completed  in  19  53 
No-  C-uncil  Houses  under  construction 

^ ^ ^ at  31.  12.  53. 

PriVaate  h )uses  completed  in  19  53 


76 

28 


SECTION  S. 

Shons  rnsnection. 

the  area  were  visited  during  the  yenr  and 
pr  visions  irelating  thereto  were  enf-^rend  Tn 

-ccuniers'  and  owners’  attention  wem  dra^^n  t^  dnfnntTh^^ 

th  c D pGPli  'Toll  j-1  ctPG.wii  Tv  QGiGcts  by  whi  cb 

feed  •.,as  prepaA-  r eina.A  A onpremises  re 

qiepjre,  .r  exnosed  f-r  sale  were  dealt  with. 


7. 


SUCTION  T 


Pr-Gvr; lone G ::f  and  C^ntr:.l  over  Infectious  and  ?ther 
N..  li  fin  bl  0 Di  sooscs . ^ 


N:  ti  finblc  Discovse-s  - 19  5S  . 


Di  SO'':  SOS . 


Scnrlot  Tover 
"'h-^''-pinp  C-'-'Ugh 
Acute  Poli''ravGlit is 
Men  s Igs 
Pneumcni o 
DiphttieriQ 
Mcnin^i  tis 
F':ocl  p'dsGning 
Erysipoln  s 
Puerpcrnl  pyrexin 
Dysentery 


CPse  s No  ti  f i ed  D ont  h s . 

( Genre c 1 5T) 

36 

91 

S16 

28  13 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 


Totals : 


380 


13 


Annlysis  of  Notifiable  DiG:ase 
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There  were  36  coses  of  scorlet  fever,  mostly  of  a mild 
type,  the  majority  occurring  in  the  second  half  O'f  the  year. 
58  of  the  91  cases  of  wh-joning  cough  wore  in  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  It  was  m'"st  prevalent  in  the  third 
quarter.  There  was  a minor  epidemic  of  measles  in  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year,  with  216  cases,  211 
-of  which  were  in  children  up  to  14  years.  There  were  28 

cases  of  pneumonia  with  13  deaths.  As  is  usual  in  this 
C-mnlaint,  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  very  young  and  the 
elderly.  The  tr/o  cases  of  foo'd  poisoning  ccurred  in  young 
children,  and  although  th' rough  investigati:  n was  m.ade,  no' 
ceusG  c'uld  be  found.  The  cause  of  the  Illness  v;as  most 
likely  synthetic  cream  from  cakes.  The  case  of  dysentery 
occurred  in  an  adult  wh.  had  roc:,  vered  before  the  case  was 
rep-.rted.  The  infectiv.n  was  ra:.st  likely  c..ntracted  out 
of  the  district. 


There  were  n..  cases  of  diphtheria  or  f poli omy eli ti s . 
T’our  deaths  were  reported  as  due  to  influ-enzs. 
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TTTBE^LGS  IS. 


IMg-"  c?.sos  nctifiecT  durin,'^  the  ye^ir  19  52 . 

iifCG  grcups  lesT^iretcirv  II'n-resT^irntory 

M F K F ' 


Under  5 yoors 
5 - 14  yeni’G 
15  - 24  yeers 
25  - 44  years 
45  - 64  years 
65  and  over 
Age  un^cn-j7.n 


1 - _ 

1 11 

12  - - 

5 2 1 - 

2 - - _ 

1 - - 


6 7 


2 1 


During  the  year  there  nere  13  nen  cases 
pulmonnry  tuberculosis  notified,  and  3 cases 
aulmenary  tuberculosis  (c^mparel  ?'ith  18  and 
1952).  Tno  cases  occurred  in  one  family, 
case  -f  tuberculaas  meningitis  occurred  in  a 
eight  years.  He  made  a good  recovery. 


of 

of  nen- 
4 in 
The  one 
boy  of 


There  ^■:ere  6 deaths  from  pulmonam/-  tuberculosis 
(4  males  and  2 females)  nnd  none  fr^rn  iion-pulm.  nar  y 
tub  ere  ul'' si  s. 


r am  certain  that  the  close  co-operation  eoristing 
betmeen  general  praictitioiiers , the  chest  Phvsicians  and 
the  County  Council  Health  "^-^i siting  Staff  is  leadina'  to 
the  earlier  diagn'^sis  of  tuberculosis  cases,  and  their 
Quicker  restoration  t'^  good  health.  The  housing 
c-'nditions  of  many  notified  cases  are  bad,  and  I trust 
that  the  Housing  C'^mmittee  will  continue  to  give  such 
cases  sympathetic  c ;)nsiderati on. 


FACTO  T^IES  .ACTS,  19  57  nnd  1948 i 


Port  1 of  tho  Act, 


Inspections . 


Pr emi ses. 

T\To . on 
Pegi ster 

Insnec- 
t ions . 

Number  of 
■Written  Occupiers 
Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Fact'^ries  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 nre 
te  be  enforced  by  Local 
Auth-oriti  0s . 

• 

41 

54 

8 

tii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Author! ty . 

12 

16 

Totals: 

53 

70 

8 

C^ses  In  which  defects  ?; ere  found. 


Found  Remedied 


F-nt  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 
Overcrowding  (S,2) 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (.F.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outvrork). 


* c 


1 

2 

1 


4 

r 

2 

1 


Tot  a Is: 


8 


Part  ofEII  jf  the  Ac t . 


Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


NIL 


11. 


